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EAST LINTON REPORT
East Linton Railway Station closed
on the 4th. May 1964 as part of the
Beeching cuts.
Now, after nearly 60 years, we will
see a new station at East Linton.
Network Rail submitted a planning
application for the development of a
new station in December 2020 and it
is presently being considered by East
Lothian Council. The planning
application number is 20/01423/P,
and is for the erection of railway
station platforms, waiting shelters,

bicycle shelters, footbridge, lifts, car
parking and associated works.
An East Lothian Council planning
committee meeting was held on the
7th September 2021 where the
approval of East Linton Railway
Station was granted subject to some
planning conditions being met.
East Linton station will be able to
accommodate a six carriage train.
It is expected that the construction of
the station will take 12 to 18 months,
so a target opening date of

2023/2024 seems achievable.
Site work is expected to commence
February 2022.
Markle crossing may require to be
upgraded as a result of this project
and if this is the case then both
projects will run in parallel.
The new station is expected to be
served by ScotRail’s Edinburgh to
Dunbar trains and also the
TransPennine Express service
calling at Edinburgh Waverley,
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(continued on page 2)

East Linton Report
(concluded from page 1)
Dunbar, Reston, Berwick upon
Tweed, Alnmouth, Widdrington,
Morpeth, Cramlington and
Newcastle.

Photographs: Courtesy of East
Lothian Council

LNER TIMETABLE CONSULTATION
A HUGE THANK YOU
The Committee wishes to thank its
members and all the politicians who
took the time to respond to LNER
Proposed May 2022 Timetable
Consultation and to complain to
Transport Secretary, Chris HeatonHarris MP. Politicians have rallied to
our plight, with virtual and physical
meetings having been held and it has
also been raised at Westminster in
the House of Commons and House
of Lords. Such has been the backlash
against these cuts in services to our
area, and it must be said again- these
were significant, that LNER have
withdrawn their Proposal! This is
wonderful news for our stations, and
of course the people who wish to use
them now and in the future.
However, we cannot be complacent
and take our eye off the ball with
this Proposal, it will no doubt rear its
ugly head again in the near future,
and for what benefit – to take 15
minutes off the journey time
between London Kings Cross and
Edinburgh? LNER’s communication
team informed stakeholders,
including ourselves on 25th August
that the implementation of their
timetable had been cancelled. Their
communication has been copied
below.

Update on proposed East Coast
Main Line timetable
Dear all
We are writing to update you on the
rail industry’s proposals for a new

timetable for the East Coast Main Line,
and to extend our thanks to every
individual, community group and
organisation that took the time to take
part in our recent timetable
consultation.
The East Coast Main Line’s timetable
change will be the most significant
upgrade to the train services on this
route for a decade. To ensure a new
timetable can be introduced
successfully and after careful
consideration, the industry has agreed
it will not be introduced in May 2022.
This is a result of a combination of
issues that need to be rectified before a
significant timetable change can be
introduced to operate reliably for
customers.
There are five key reasons why this
course of action has been
recommended
 Further performance
modelling is required, which is
not achievable before the
timetable bid date of 1
October 2021
 Additional timetable
development is required to
enable successful integration
of freight paths
 Fleet availability in order to
allow Hitachi time to repair
cracks in the Class 800 trains
 A need for increased traction

power supply across the
East Coast Main Line
 Responses received to the
public timetable
consultation may enable a
change to the service
specification
LNER and other East Coast Main
Line train operators, as well as
Network Rail, will therefore take this
opportunity for thorough
consideration of the stakeholder and
customer feedback received during
the timetable consultations. This will
inform updated proposals for the
East Coast Main Line’s significant
timetable change, with the aim to
implement this in 2023, although that
date is not confirmed.
We are very pleased with the level of
engagement the consultation
received, which will be hugely helpful
for the development of revised plans.
More than 5,000 people and
organisations submitted their views
to LNER and over 130 stakeholders
joined the briefing sessions that we
hosted – thank you to everyone who
took part and shared their views. A
summary of the feedback will be
shared in due course, together with
updated proposals for the timetable
change.
Thank you again
(continued on page 3)
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LNER Timetable Consultation
(concluded from page 2)
(End of LNER Message)
On the 2nd.September RAGES also
received the terrific news from
Graham Meiklejohn, Head of
Regional Development at
TransPennine Express that their
trains will now be serving
stations in our area and also our
neighbouring group, SENRUG’s
in Northumberland.
Again, it must be noted that had
the LNER Proposed Timetable
gone forward, none of these
services would have been
possible. These services will go a
long way to bringing about
connectivity to both Group’s
stations that has not been
possible for over fifty years.
Graham’s message is copied
below.



Tweed, Alnmouth,
Widdrington, Morpeth,
Cramlington and
Newcastle
Calls at Widdrington and
Cramlington are subject to
completion of industry
procedures for operational
and safety requirements,
meaning these calls might
be introduced after the
start of the December
2021 timetable

In addition, at the May 2022
timetable change TransPennine
Express will introduce two
additional services per day
operating between Edinburgh

Waverley, Dunbar, Reston and
Berwick-upon-Tweed. All seven of
these services will call at Reston in
both directions once that station
has opened, and we can also
confirm that these services will also
call at East Linton once that station
has opened.
An advisory timetable for these
services at December 2021
(Monday to Friday) is below
although exact timings are subject
to confirmation by Network Rail
through routine industry timetable
development procedures. Please
note that where * is shown this call
cannot yet be made due to a lack of
capacity:

Dear All,
Additional Edinburgh Newcastle services from
December 2021 timetable
TransPennine Express has been
working closely with a range of
stakeholder and industry
partners regarding the services
we operate on the East Coast
Main Line (ECML). We are
pleased to advise that Transport
Scotland and Rail North
Partnership have signed an
agreement which will see us
operate five services per day
between Edinburgh – Newcastle
from the December 2021
timetable change.
These trains will serve new to
rail markets in the Scottish
Borders and provide interNorthumberland connectivity as
well as linking these areas
directly between each other and
to Edinburgh and Newcastle.
Services will be operated by our
five carriage Nova 1 trains.
From December 2021, we will
operate five trains per day in
both directions serving (in most
cases):
 Edinburgh Waverley,
Dunbar, Reston (once
opened), Berwick-upon-

Southbound (draft Mon-Fri)
Edinburgh
Dep
Waverley
Dunbar
Dep
Reston
Dep
Berwick-uponDep
Tweed
Alnmouth
Dep
Widdrington
Dep
Morpeth
Dep
Cramlington
Dep
Newcastle
Arr
York (also calls at
Arr
Chester-le-Street,
Durham, Darlington
and Northallerton)

Northbound (draft Mon-Fri)
Newcastle
Dep
Cramlington
Dep
Morpeth
Dep
Widdrington
Dep
Alnmouth
Dep
BerwickDep
upon-Tweed
Reston
Dep
Dunbar
Dep
Edinburgh
Arr
Waverley
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05:26

09:33

14:11

17:34

19:12

05:49
06:04
06:24

09:56
10:11
10:23

14:33
14:48
15:00

17:56
18:12
18:23

19:34
19:50
20:02

06:44
06:54
07:01
07:09
07:19

10:48
10:58
11:05
*
11:19

15:20
15:30
15:37
*
15:52

18:44
18:58
19:05
19:12
19:24

20:24
20:35
20:42
*
20:55
22:02

07:04
07:13
07:21
07:28
07:38
08:00

09:19
09:28
09:36
*
*
10:09

12:06
12:15
12:24
12:31
12:41
13:02

16:14
16:23
16:31
16:38
16:48
17:09

21:01
21:10
21:18
21:25
21:35
21:57

08:11
08:27
08:51

10:20
10:36
11:03

13:13
*
13:48

17:20
17:36
18:05

22:08
22:24
22:48

RESTON REPORT
Reston is currently on plan for
the station to be completed
and open for service by late
December 2021.
Network Rail submitted a
planning application to
Scottish Borders Council for
the construction of a new
railway station at Reston on
25/09/2020. Planning
application reference
20/01122/FUL. Site work
commenced in earnest in
January this year.
Over the course of this year
substantial earth works have
taken place, this has included
embankment widening on
both sides of the existing
railway track to accommodate
the new platforms and lift
towers and site preparation for
the station car park and access
road. The embankment
widening has now been
completed and the
embankments are now being

covered by a layer of topsoil.
Other major work items of note
are;
 Relocation of track
signalling equipment to
allow for the construction
of the new platforms.
 The installation of new
stanchions and overhead
gantries for the overhead
lines; this was necessary
to accommodate the new
platforms.
 Installation of new 11Kv
electrical cables to
supply the new station
(this work is ongoing).
 Ongoing civil works
preparation for the car
park and access road.
 New drainage system to
be installed for the
houses at The Orchard
 Installation of the lift
tower for platform 1 at
the end of September.

At the time of writing TransPennine
Express have provided their timetable
which will come into operation in
December 2021. They will operate five
trains per day in both directions serving (in
most cases) Edinburgh Waverley, Dunbar,
Reston (once opened), Berwick upon
Tweed, Alnmouth, Widdrington, Morpeth,
Cramlington and Newcastle.
A TransPennine Express train passing
Reston station.
Photograph:T. Dickson

HADDINGTON REPORT
Re-instating the Haddington
Branch Line and a fast electric
train service to Edinburgh
We have long endured congested
roads and lengthy delays getting
into Edinburgh city centre and
beyond by car or bus, and now we
face the climate emergency. Even
if all of us could swap our fossilfuelled cars for EVs overnight, they
still take up road space and still
need parking space therefore the
congestion and delays would
continue undiminished.
For travellers from Haddington, the
problem is only made worse by well
over one thousand new houses
added to the town this century -and
even more being built -all of them
before improvements in transport
infrastructure.
Unlike other large East Lothian
towns like Dunbar, Musselburgh
and North Berwick which are railserved, Haddington remains solely
reliant on roads, an unacceptable
situation for a town which has
rapidly grown to have an estimated
population of 13,000 and rising.

During this year's Holyrood election,
all three major parties promised to
take action to provide Haddington
with a station. It has long been East
Lothian Council's policy to do so.
East Lothian's MP is also supportive.
RAGES recently made a further
presentation to Haddington and
District Community Council, who
also remain in favour, subject to
retaining the popular railway walk to
Longniddry.
The branch line was built to doubletrack width, and as a single track will
suffice for a half-hourly frequency, it
will be possible to retain the path, for
the most part parallel to the single
line. This route-sharing already
successfully exists in other places,
such as near Tweedbank on
the reopened Borders Railway.
Even the limited-stop bus takes 45
minutes or longer during the rush
hour, whereas an electric train could
accomplish the journey in half that
time. To maximise attractiveness to
travellers, RAGES proposes two
single-platform stations, with the
terminus on the site of the original at
Station Road being the closest it is
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possible to get to the town centre,
encouraging active travel in
accordance with government policy.
Buses already stop here. The black
arrow points to the site.

To provide a park and ride facility,
the second station would be adjacent
to the Oak Tree A1/A199/B6471
junction (see the black arrow below),
serving the hinterland to the south and
Letham new town, as well as a bus
interchange.

Images: Courtesy of OS Maps on Bing.com
(continued on page 5)

Haddington Report
(continued from page 4)
Fast, quiet electric trains would run
half-hourly from 6.30am to
midnight to Edinburgh Waverley,
drawing from Scotland's renewable
energy sources thereby assisting the
achievement of net-zero carbon
emissions promised by both
governments.
Road transport is the biggest emitter
of greenhouse gases in the UK,
whilst electric trains are the
greenest and most efficient mode of
mass transport. The new service
would benefit the lifestyles not
only of commuters, but also of
students and people travelling for
leisure and recreation.
Nearly all of the original branch

line's formation remains intact, but
the overbridge carrying the A1 will
need to be realigned to correct the
(pre-devolution) blunder by the old
Scottish Office (which did not heed
the Council's recommendations at
the time); and some industrial units
built over the former station throat
will need to be downsized or
relocated to allow for a single line
plus lengthened platform.
A level crossing will be required at
Gateside for the new housing north
of the line. Trains will be travelling
slowly there, as they approach the
crossing either to or from the
terminus a few hundred yards away.
An alternative might be a new road
access off the A199.
Because of the growth in popularity

of rail in recent years, there is a lack
of adequate capacity on the East
Coast Main Line (ECML); in
Scotland this is particularly
applicable between Edinburgh and
Dunbar, where long-distance,
commuter and freight services
fight for 'paths'.
Network Rail plans to deal with this
primarily by (in tandem with other
projects) quadrupling the ECML
between Wallyford and Drem. It is
only when these projects are
completed that half-hourly trains
from Haddington to the capital can
be accommodated without a
reduction in other services.
RAGES has all but won its fights to
(continued on page 7)

MARKLE CROSSING REPORT
Markle Level Crossing
Replacement Project
East Lothian Council, in partnership
with Transport Scotland and
Network Rail, is exploring an
opportunity to close Markle level
crossing and replace it with a new
road and bridge over the rail line.
Markle level crossing is currently
protected by a half barrier style with
associated safety equipment.
However, with poor visibility for
approaching road vehicles, large
numbers of HGVs and the growing
number of trains it has been
identified as a priority for upgrade.
Transport Scotland and Network
Rail are building a new station at
East Linton which is expected to
open in 2023/2024. The close
proximity of Markle Level Crossing
to the new station means that the
level crossing is no longer viable in
its current format due to the
increased safety risk arising from
the variation in time that will occur
between the barriers closing and the
arrival of stopping and non-stopping
trains.
There are two options for mitigating
this risk: either by upgrading the
existing Half-Barrier Level
Crossing to one with Full Barriers
or by closing the level crossing and
replacing it with a bridge.
The most effective way of reducing

level crossing safety risk is to eliminate it
completely, by closing the crossing,
which is consistent with the Railway
Safety Regulator's and Network Rail's
policy.
The proximity of property to the existing
level crossing means that a replacement
bridge cannot be built on the existing
road alignment. A potential corridor
within which a new road and bridge
crossing of the East Coast Main Line has
been identified. The corridor is
approximately 130-140 metres wide to
the south of the settlement of Markle
between the paddock adjacent to Cherry
Tree Cottage and Markle Fisheries.
To minimise disruption to the operation
of the railway line, this works should
progress in parallel with the planned
provision of a railway station at East
Linton.
Should a replacement bridge and
diversionary road prove not to be viable,
as a fall-back position, alternative
arrangements are being explored by
Network Rail to upgrade the level
crossing in line with the development of

Images: Courtesy of East Lothian Council

Page 5 of 8

East Linton station. However, this
would result in significantly longer
barrier down times and cumulative
closure of the road to pedestrians and
road vehicles.
The proposal will be fully funded by
Transport Scotland and Network Rail.
An online consultation ran from
07/07/2021 to 31/07/2021 where local
people were asked for their opinion on:





the closure of Markle level
crossing
the alignment of the
replacement road and crossing
to the south of Markle
settlement
the preliminary proposalsfor a
new road and bridge

The views of the local community will
be considered and balanced with those
of landowners, Network Rail,
Transport Scotland, and other
stakeholders in order to come to a view
on whether to close Markle level
crossing and replace it with a new road.
and bridge.

DUNBAR REPORT
landscaping scheme.

Access to Platform 2 from
South of the Station:

Station Car Park extension:

21/00033/PCL Change of use of
public open space to form footpath
Ashfield Cycleway Dunbar
Planning application for the access
path to platform 2 has been granted
subject to certain conditions such as
monitoring of car parking in the
vicinity of the southern access to the
station and the provision of a

The car park extension saga
continues.
Network Rail was tasked to develop a
design for a car park extension funded
by Transport Scotland. This work has
been delayed due to drainage issues
which Scottish Water have been asked
to investigate.
As reported recently in the 24th.

August edition of the East Lothian
Courier, local councillor Paul
McLennan has been urging Network
Rail to push forward with this project.
Lack of station parking capacity (prepandemic) is impinging on car parking
in the town centre where spaces are
being used by commuters.
At the time of writing there is no
timescale for the start of the works for
the car park extension.

Images: Courtesy of East Lothian Council

MOBILITY HUBS REPORT
On the 16th. August members of the
RAGES committee and a
representative from Reston and
Auchencrow Community Council
attended an on-line meeting, hosted
by Marian Marsh ambassador for
CoMoUK.
CoMoUK is a Charity dedicated to
the public benefit of shared
transport and is funded by the
Scottish government. One of its
aims is to support the development
of car clubs, bike share, and
mobility hubs.
Marian gave a presentation to the
group how a shared transport hub
could have a positive effect on
Reston Railway Station.
The transport hub would have a
mixture of car share electric cars

and bicycles located within the
boundary of the station car park.
This offers a ‘last mile’ solution to
travellers to the area arriving by bus
or train, enabling them to reach their
final destination by new and novel
methods of transport such as car
clubs and bike loan.
This concept was recognised as being
a particularly attractive way of
opening up the area to tourists.Reston
and Auchencrow Community
Council were especially keen on the
idea and have agreed to explore this
concept further. This concept could
equally apply to other stations in the
South East region.The figures of 11%
and 15% are not representative of a
normal year and were derived during
the COVID pandemic. Copyright of
the images belong to CoMoUK.
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Haddington Report
(concluded from page 5)
re-open Reston and East Linton
stations.
Berwickshire has been deprived of
any station since 1964! Reston is
now under construction, with the
teams due to move on to East
Linton on completion of Reston.
As long ago as 1999, the Scott

Wilson Consultancy published a
report into rail transport at the
behest of East Lothian Council. The
report stated that a service from
Haddington would be feasible.
RAGES made submissions to the
Scottish Transport Appraisal
Group's Case for Change study in
2019, and more recently to the
Scottish Government's second
Strategic Transport

Projects Review (STPR2) which is
expected to make significant
recommendations in the autumn.
The recently published WilliamsShapps review into the railways
promises to grow, not shrink, the
network. Plugging Haddington back
into the rail network is long
overdue. Join RAGES and help us
make it happen. Check out
www.rages.org.uk

2021 RAGES ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 2021 RAGES Annual General Meeting
will be held on
Monday 25th October
at
Reston Village Hall, 7 for 7.30pm
RAGES members & members of the public are encouraged to attend.

Special Guest Speakers:
Stuart Mackay, BAM Nuttall Community
Engagement Officer
&
Graham Meiklejohn, Head of Regional
Development, TransPennine Express
ALLISON COSGROVE RETIREMENT
Our group’s secretary of many years
standing, Allison Cosgrove, has
decided to stand down as RAGES
Secretary.
We would like to sincerely thank
Allison for her contribution and
commitment and also for freely

giving up her time to champion and
further the aims of RAGES.
Our Honorary President, Tom
Thorburn, has kindly said he will fill
the position as secretary until the
AGM.
If any of our members feel that they
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would like to become more
involved with RAGES you can
nominate yourself for the role of
secretary, please contact any
member of the committee or send
an email to
information@rages.org.uk.

RAGES works to









Improve the rail service between Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Have East Linton and Reston stations re-opened for active use.
Improve the level of service to North Berwick.
Consider the implications with regard to car parking and bicycle storage at
stations between Waverley and Berwick-upon-Tweed.
Keep under scrutiny the standards of passenger facilities at stations
between Waverley and Berwick upon Tweed, including North Berwick,
and to draw the attention of the relevant bodies to shortcomings which
arise.
Re-open the branch line from Longniddry to Haddington.
The group, being environmentally minded, will actively strive to
encourage rail travel within its geographical area.

RAGES needs your support
RAGES (Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) is the rail users campaign group for the area between
Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed, including the North Berwick service.
Our aim is to persuade the Government, both at national and local level, train operators and Network
Rail to improve the level of service to stations in our area and to seriously consider re-opening key
stations such as East Linton, Reston and Haddington.
Please join us to lend your support.
Membership will give you a say in how we influence the rail companies to improve local train services.
Additionally you will get up-to-date information on significant changes in rail matters, and a regular
newsletter.
The annual subscription is £4 for individual membership or £10 for corporate membership, such as
community councils and organisations, and is renewable on 1st April each year.
Please send your completed form with your remittance (made payable to Rail Action Group, East of
Scotland) to:
Tom Dickson
Membership Secretary (RAGES)
44 Kirk Park
Dunbar
EH42 1BJ
I enclose my first RAGES membership fee of £4 / £10*. (* Delete as applicable)
Title ......... Surname .................................... Forename(s) ...............................................................
Company ....................................................................................................................................
Address .....................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
Post Code .......................... Telephone .......................................
Email .......................................................................................
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