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The RAGES Rag 

The newsletter of the Rail Action 

Group, East of Scotland, 

bringing members up-to-date 

with progress on improvements 

to local rail services. 

left: An aerial view looking 

east of  the ongoing 

preparatory work for the new 

Reston station taken on 1
st
 

April.  

 (Photograph:  L. Inglis) 

  
 

Follow us on: Website  www.rages.org.uk         Twitter @RailActionGrpES          www.facebook.com/RailActionGroup 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION 2021 

reproduced below, in the order of 

being received:- 

 

(Martin Whitfield, Scottish Labour 

Party candidate) 

“Thank you for providing me with 

the opportunity to comment on 

RAGES objectives for enhancing rail 

and related infrastructure in the 

East Lothian constituency.  

  

I have always been an enthusiastic 

supporter of efforts to improve 

local rail services. As East 

Rail Action Group, East of Scotland 

(RAGES) are very keen to gather your 

views on how money from the Climate 

Change Budget should be used for the 

constituency which you are seeking 

election for. 

 I have attached a document for your 

perusal of areas that RAGES wish you 

to consider. 

 We look forward to receiving your 

response by 26
th
 March.” 

 

Although not all replies were received 

by the time stated, at the time of 

printing, replies had been received 

from 3 or the 5 candidates. These are 

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

ELECTION 2021 

It was decided at the committee 

meeting in February that RAGES  

would send a letter to each of 

the candidates in the 

forthcoming Scottish Parliament 

election for the East Lothian and 

Scottish Borders constituencies, 

inviting them to state their 

policies for local train services. 

Accordingly, the following 

letter was sent to each of the 5 

candidates:- 

“Dear Candidate, 

http://www.rages.org.uk/


 Page 2 of 8 

 

Scottish Parliament Election 

(continued from page 1) 
 

 

 

(continued on page 3) 
 

 

 

 

Lothian’s MP I campaigned with 

Iain Gray MSP for further action 

to tackle delays, cancellations 

and overcrowding on the 

Edinburgh-North Berwick Line, 

including hosting a public 

meeting with ScotRail 

representatives. I also pushed 

UK Ministers to support the 

development of East Linton 

station, including meeting with 

the Transport Secretary.  

  

On RAGES specific objectives for 

this constituency, I am already 

on record supporting the call for 

the reinstatement of a 

Haddington Branch Line and 

will pursue it in the next 

Parliament if I’m elected. I 

strongly agree that the rail 

industry will need support to 

recover after the pandemic – this 

strengthens the case for the 

public ownership of ScotRail 

which has now been announced.  

  

Scottish Labour will go into the 

election with a National 

Recovery Plan as its manifesto, 

and I believe continued 

investment in public transport 

will be an important element of 

that plan. This should include 

investment in the ECML to 

increase capacity and is 

something I will work on a 
cross-party basis. I also agree 

with the need for improved 

services for Dunbar, including 

as part of a new local service 

between Berwick and Edinburgh 

via East Linton.  

  

On bus and rail integration, I 

welcome the Council’s ambition 

to rollout transport multi-hubs 

across the county. The 

integration of walking and cycle 

routes for accessing local 

stations is also already identified 

in its current Local Transport 

Strategy. There have been 

problems with electric charging 

points at stations in the recent past 

and I agree that further investment 

is needed to support a joined-up 

approach to green travel.” 

 

(Paul McLennan, Scottish National 

Party candidate) 

“It was recently announced that 

ScotRail train services will move to 

Scottish Government ownership, 

from the expiry of the current 

franchise – currently expected in 

March 2022. This provides 

certainty to rail staff, rail users and 

the businesses and communities 

served by our railway. 

This move in my view is to be 

warmly welcomed, what we need in 

addition is that we need the full 

devolution of rail powers to the 

Scottish Parliament which will be 

vital to our future public transport 

provision. Network Rail Scottish 

operations need to be answerable to 

the Scottish Parliament. This will 

bring decision making closer to 

Scotland.       

Looking to the future, I want to see 

the commuter offer be it through 

ScotRail, LNER or other providers 

match modern working patterns. 

East Lothian is a growing 

community – we need rail services 

that meets that growth. Our 

Railway helps support business 

connectivity.   

I want to see our railway can play a 

central role in our tourism offering, 

enabling our visitors and railway 

enthusiasts to explore all that is 

great about East Lothian and 

Scotland.   

Our railway can also support East 

Lothian businesses through 

improved connectivity and through 

vibrant rail freight sector 

We need a public sector controlled, 

integrated passenger railway is the 

model that will best deliver for East 

Lothian. 

In regard to future priorities  

 Opening of East Linton 

Station- I have a long term 

interest, after initiating and 

leading a cross party group 

in 2007. 

 We need to secure an Initial 

Appraisal on options for re-

opening of Haddington 

Station; thereafter STAG 

process to continue. 

 Work with East Lothian 

Council to progress with 

Public Transport Hubs, with 

improved links to our 

stations, this includes 

cycling and walking access 

with sufficient cycling 

infrastructure.     

Look forward to continue working 

with RAGES.” 

 

(Rachael Hamilton, Scottish 

Conservative Party candidate) 
“Rachael Hamilton is the Scottish 

Conservative and Unionist 

candidate for Ettrick, Roxburgh 

and Berwickshire. 

Rachael has delivered real results 

for the Borders when it comes to 

rail projects. She campaigned for 

the £10m Borderlands funding for 

a Borders’ Railway extension 

feasibility study and supported the 

successful reinstatement of Reston 

station. 

Services to Reston must be 

convenient for commuters and 

provide flexibility for all types of 

rail passengers. She wants to see 

Reston station have frequent 

services comparable to that of the 

Borders Railway, and will ensure 

ScotRail and other TOCs are held to 

account over their contractual 

agreements on service. 

  

As we emerge from the pandemic, 

Rachael is keen to encourage more 

Borderers to use the railways to 

drive up passenger numbers, reduce 

car usage and meet climate change 

targets. She will campaign to 

encourage more people to use the 

train, especially with the reopening 

of Reston and the opportunities this 

presents for Berwickshire. 

  

Improvements are needed to the 
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pedestrian access to platform 2 

from the south of the station 

happen then this request would 

be considered as part of that 

development. 

The station car park extension – 

Network Rail is continuing to 

develop a design for a car park 

extension funded by Transport 

Scotland. However, Scottish 

Water need to carry out a study 

of the drainage issues at the site 

before any plans can be 

submitted. At this point in time 

there is not a timescale for the 

start of the works for the car 

park extension. 

 
(below: Site layout plan of the proposed access to Platform 2 from the south.  

Reproduced Courtesy of: East Lothian Council) 
 

 

 

Scottish Parliament Election 

(concluded from page 2) 
 

 

 

 

DUNBAR STATION UPDATE 

The first LNER service to arrive at 

the new platform 2 was on 

15/12/2019 and the platform was 

officially opened on 17/12/2019. 

Site completion work was 

hampered due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. However, all 

outstanding work has been finished 

and the construction of platform 2 

was fully completed by the end of 

February this year. 

Future work is the provision of a 

direct pedestrian and cycle route to 

platform 2 from south of the 

station. A planning application has 

been submitted to East Lothian 

Council ‘21/00033/PCL, Change of 

use of public open space to form 

footpath, Ashfield Cycleway Dunbar 

East Lothian’. 

ELC are sponsoring this project and 

are responsible for the development 

of the access to platform 2. NR are 

working with ELC to develop a 

proposal for the works required 

within the railway boundary. 

Provision of ticket vending 

machines (TVMs) in each of the 

platform 2 waiting shelters has been 

requested, however Network Rail 

has no plans to install TVMs at this 

time on platform 2. Should 

DUNBAR REPORT 

local infrastructure to support 

Reston station, and Rachael will 

call on Transport Scotland and 

Scottish Borders Council to 

analyse the necessary upgrades 

to make routes to and from the 

station fit-for-purpose. The 

B6438 and the junction for 

Reston on the A1 needs 

improvement. Rachael also 

supports the full dualling of the 

A1, as a matter of national 

priority as part of the Union 

Connectivity Review. 

  

Further to improving road 

infrastructure, Rachael wants 

greener modes of travel 

promoted through the new 

station. Cyclists should have the 

confidence to know that there 

will be signed and safe routes 

to/from the station. 

  

Finally, an integrated transport 

approach must be implemented 

at Reston station. Buses that 

serve the station should run to 

the train timetable and offer an 

integrated service that is reliable 

and cost-effective. Ensuring that 

the timetables operate alongside 

each other is crucial to the 

success of the station.” 
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(This article is sourced from, 

and copyright  of, the 

Transport Focus Data Hub 

website. The graphs were 

published as part of the 

‘Travel During COVID-19 

Survey of 26/2/2021’) 

 

(Transport Focus is the 

independent watchdog for 

transport users. It is sponsored 

by the Department For 

Transport  and has carried out 

weekly surveys of travel during 

the pandemic, and publishes 

these as reports on a monthly 

basis). 

 

Passenger numbers have 

significantly fallen during the 

pandemic, also some rail 

services have been reduced due 

to lack of passengers. 

Factors affecting the low 

passenger numbers are; 

(below,next page: Passenger 

Confidence Barometer survey 

data for February 2021.  

Reproduced Courtesy of: 

Transport Focus) 
 

 

 

(continued on page 5) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(right: Construction 

work at Reston station on 

24
th

 March  

Photograph: T. Dickson) 
 

 

 

RAIL TRAVEL DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 the risk of infection and 

transmission of the virus. 

  employees working from home. 

  an increase in the use of digital 

technology to connect people 

from their homes. 

 lockdown measures preventing 

travel for work, leisure, and 

shopping. 

 The increase in use of people 

using their own transport rather 

than risk public transport. 

 

Looking forward to when restrictions 

in travel are eased, the big challenge 

for the rail industry is to demonstrate 

to rail users that rail transport is a safe 

method of transport with respect to 

COVID.  

 

Novel ideas to encourage people back 

on to trains is a topic that RAGES has 

been discussing and will be seeking to 

take further. 

 

Another major threat to the rail 

industry is what will the railway 

network look like post pandemic. 

Will investment in new projects be 

curtailed and/or cancelled. Locally, 

RAGES need to maintain focus on 

the reopening of Haddington and 

improved services for East Lothian 

and Berwickshire. 

 

On a more positive note, although 

passenger numbers are down 

significantly, the passengers that 

are using the trains feel safe when 

travelling.  

 

RESTON STATION RE-

OPENING NEWS 

After twenty years of 

campaigning, RAGES were 

delighted to hear the news that 

the planning application 

submitted by Network Rail to 

Scottish Borders Council for the 

erection of a new railway station 

at Reston has been approved. 

Preparatory work has been 

ongoing since January. The 

station will have two platforms; 

a footbridge and lifts; car 

parking for seventy cars which 

can be extended; bus parking; 

electric charging points; and a 

new road to the station. 

RAGES very much hopes the 

Station will be opened by the 

end of December 2021. 

RESTON STATION RE-OPENING GOES AHEAD! 

Train operators who wish to serve 

Reston need to submit bids to 

Network Rail by Spring 2021. 

Over the last twenty years, RAGES 

have attended hundreds of meetings 

with Councillors, MSPs, MPs, 

Transport Ministers, train operators 

and SEStran. 

RAGES thanks politicians from all 

parties - Scottish Borders Council, 

East Lothian Council, Transport 

Scotland and RAGES members in 

supporting  the re-opening of Reston 

station. And a special thanks to 

Transport Minister, Michael 

Matheson MSP for giving his 

approval for the re-opening  of Reston 

and East Linton stations in CP6  2019 

-2024  as  early possible. 

Network Rail  have submitted a 

planning application to East Lothian 

Council for East Linton. 
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(below: Graph showing use of public transport curing the Covid-19 pandemic to 21/2/2021.  

Reproduced Courtesy of: Transport Focus) 
 

 

 

Rail Travel During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

(concluded from page 4) 
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(above: A view of the original station buildings.  

Photograph: T. Dickson) 
 

 

 

(below left: 3D Image of the proposed new 

station (aerial view).  

Photograph Courtesy of: East Lothian Council) 
 

 

 

(above: 3D Image of the proposed new station 

(ground level view).  

Photograph Courtesy of: East Lothian Council) 
 

 

 
(below right: Site layout plan of the proposed 

new station.  

Reproduced Courtesy of: East Lothian Council) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAST LINTON UPDATE 

 

Network Rail submitted a 

planning application for the 

development in December 2020 

which is presently being 

considered by East Lothian 

Council and it is open for public 

review and comment. Network 

Rail continues to develop the 

project plans as part of the 

planning process. 20/01423/P, 

Erection of railway station 

platforms, waiting shelters, 

bicycle shelters, footbridge, lifts, 

car parking and associated works 

Railway Line and Land West Of 

East Linton Primary School East 

Linton East Lothian. 

At the time of publication of this 

newsletter there is no actual date 

when a decision will be made by 

ELC. 

 

Points of interest from the 

Transport Assessment (Network 

Rail, East Linton, Transport 

Assessment 161777-BNU-REP-

ECV-000003) that has been 

carried out for East Linton 

 EAST LINTON STATION UPDATE 
 

Station; 

 Anticipated opening of the 

station is 2022. 

 Estimated annual passenger 

usage is predicted to be 

approximately 195,000 

passengers per annum, 

which is equivalent to an 

average weekday patronage 

of 375 passengers. 

 Anticipated journey time 

from East Linton to 

Edinburgh is between 25 and 

35 minutes. 

 

https://bit.ly/2OwJ47k
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 HADDINGTON UPDATE 

RECONNECTING 

HADDINGTON 

Until relatively recently, it was 

assumed that the most likely 

way to get East Lothian's ever-

expanding county town back on 

the railway map would be to 

use the solum of the former 

branch off the East Coast Main 

Line (ECML) from 

Longniddry, built in 1846 to 

connect Haddington with the 

capital.  

However, capacity on the 

ECML between Edinburgh 

(including at Waverley Station 

itself) and Dunbar is - at least 

pre-Covid - already virtually 

fully used. Few, if any, 

additional paths will be 

available until this issue is 

resolved.  

Meantime paths are being 

allocated to Trans-Pennine 

Express for extension (from 

Newcastle) of its services from 

Liverpool and Manchester and 

possibly to First Group for 

"open access" ECML  

workings.  

Prior to additional capacity 

being provided, it appears the 

Haddington branch could at 

best only have an hourly 

service, which may mean North 

Berwick trains being reduced to 

hourly. It is however already 

planned that the latter will 

eventually be served by 8-car 

formations.   

To resolve the capacity issue, 
make the ECML more resilient 

and reduce journey times 

between Edinburgh and 

Newcastle, Network Rail 

proposes lengthening certain 

platforms at Waverley, re-doubling 

one or both of Calton North & 

South Tunnels, re-opening the 

Lochend Loop (part of the former 

Edinburgh Suburban Circle) 

between Abbeyhill Jcn and 

Craigentinny, reconfiguring 

Portobello Jcn to ease the severe 

speed restriction for all trains 

using the South Suburban line 

and the partially re-opened 

Waverley Route (which includes 

empty stock EMUs to and from 

Millerhill Depot), quadrupling a 

length of the ECML between 

Wallyford or Prestonpans and 

Drem, and eliminating Markle 

level crossing. 

Because quadrupling a section of 

the ECML would be extremely 

disruptive over a lengthy period, 

possibly years, an alternative 

being considered is construction 

of a relief line through East 

Lothian, possibly from near 

Wallyford to somewhere west of 

Dunbar. All construction could 

take place safely and speedily 

without disrupting trains, save 

for tying in junctions and 

signalling at each end. The exact 

route is unknown, but it would be 

likely to run just north of 

Haddington, giving the 

opportunity to provide a through 

station for the town (and possibly 

another on the south side of 

Blindwells new town).  

Clearly Haddington will not get 

both a re-opened branch line and 

a new through station, and either 

option is likely to be years away. 

Pending a firm decision by 

Network Rail between 

quadrupling or constructing a 

relief line, it appears RAGES best 

option is to pursue re-opening the 

branch to its original terminus on 

Station Road, which would 

maximise accessibility for active 

travel in accordance with government 

policy.  
Following construction of the larger 

new Roodlands hospital, there is now 

very limited ground available for a 

car park other than the West Road 

field, for which the north-east corner 

would be suitable. There are already 

bus stops in front of the station site as 

well as a controlled pedestrian 

crossing. Additionally, to serve the 

massive expansion to the west of 

town, a second station would be 

built beside the Oaktree road 

junction off the A1/A199. A large 

park and ride facility would be 

necessary, which would also cater 

for the hinterland to the south of 

town. 

Conversely, a quick decision in 

favour of a relief line would mean 

campaigning for a brand new 

station, which would have the 

advantages of facilitating travel to 

the east and south as well as to 

Edinburgh and beyond. It would 

also shorten the journey time to 

Edinburgh (as compared to re-

opening the branch), which might 

compensate for being on the 

northern edge of town rather than in 

the centre and requiring diversion 

of local bus services. 

By the time you read this, RAGES 

will have made its submission to the 

Scottish government's second 

Strategic Transport Project Review 

(STPR2) which informs its National 

Transport Strategy. We will 

continue to press the case for 

Haddington rejoining the rail 

network. 

 

 IAIN GRAY RETIREMENT 

RAGES is a non-party-political group and does not endorse any specific party. However, we are happy to 

acknowledge any individual or politician who has contributed significantly to our objectives. We would 

therefore like to wish Iain Gray all the best for the future on the occasion of his standing down as an 

MSP at the forthcoming Scottish Parliament Election. 
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I enclose my first RAGES membership fee of £4 / £10*. (* Delete as applicable) 

Title ......... Surname .................................... Forename(s) .................................................... ........... 

Company ....................................................................................................................................  

Address ..................................................................................................................... ................     

 ................................................................................................................................................ 

Post Code .......................... Telephone ....................................... 

Email ....................................................................................... 

RAGES (Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) is the rail users campaign group for the area between Edinburgh and Berwick-

upon-Tweed, including the North Berwick service. 

Our aim is to persuade the Government, both at national and local level, train operators and Network Rail to improve the level 

of service to stations in our area and to seriously consider re-opening key stations such as East Linton, Reston and Haddington. 

Please join us to lend your support.  

Membership will give you a say in how we influence the rail companies to improve local train services. Additionally you will 

get up-to-date information on significant changes in rail matters, and a regular newsletter. 

The annual subscription is £4 for individual membership or £10 for corporate membership, such as community councils and 

organisations, and is renewable on 1
st
 April each year. 

Please send your completed form with your remittance (made payable to Rail Action Group, East of Scotland) to: 

Tom Dickson 

Membership Secretary (RAGES) 

44 Kirk Park 

Dunbar 

EH42 1BJ 

RAGES needs your support 

RAGES works to 

 Improve the rail service between Edinburgh and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

 Have East Linton and Reston stations re-opened for active use. 

 Improve the level of service to North Berwick. 

 Consider the implications with regard to car parking and bicycle storage at stations 

between Waverley and Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

 Keep under scrutiny the standards of passenger facilities at stations between Waverley and 

Berwick upon Tweed, including North Berwick, and to draw the attention of the relevant 

bodies to shortcomings which arise. 

 Re-open the branch line from Longniddry to Haddington. 

 The group, being environmentally minded, will actively strive to encourage rail travel 

within its geographical area. 

 JOHN CLARE 

It is with sadness that the RAGES Committee were informed of the passing of our long term member, 

John Clare. John being a committee member of the Rail Passenger Council and Committees (RPC) of 

Scotland (now called Passenger Focus), and ever keen to see Rail Services upgraded in our area, joined 

RAGES at the outset. John’s enthusiasm and encouragement of the work being undertaken by RAGES was 

very much appreciated, especially in those ‘early days’. 


